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Minoru was my oldest and most enduring friend. We first met and worked together on extensive air
showers when he came to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1953 as a visiting scientist at
the invitation of Professor Bruno Rossi, a pioneer of cosmic-ray physics. I was just finishing my
graduate studies, and he was fresh from his radar work at Osaka City University. From then on,
though more often separated by half the world than in the same room, our lives were entwined in
many personal and professional ways.

He returned to MIT as a visiting professor in 1963 shortly after the discovery of the first extra-solar X-
ray sources by scientists at American Science and Engineering, Inc. (AS&E). He participated in the iden-
tification and characterization of X-ray stars in joint AS&E-MIT rocket experiments that employed mod-
ulation collimators that he invented for that purpose. Returning to Japan in 1966 as Professor at Tokyo
University, Oda initiated the Japanese program in X-ray astronomy and played a key role in establishing
the newly formed Institute for Space and Astronautical Sciences (ISAS) as a world center for the devel-
opment of space-based astronomy. Under his leadership ISAS developed and launched a series of in-
creasingly sophisticated satellite astronomical observatories that made many discoveries and contributed
greatly to the development of X-ray and radio astronomy.

Prof. Oda was greatly admired and loved by all who worked with him and benefited by his wisdom,
his unerring sense of scientific strategy, his unique ability to marshal the necessary resources for great sci-
entific projects, and his generous help in promoting the careers of his associates. His friendship and guid-
ance will be greatly missed by his colleagues in Japan and abroad. The world of science has lost one of
its wisest and most influential counselors.

Prof. Oda is survived by his wife, Tomo, a son, Prof. Katsuro Oda of the University of Tokyo, a
daughter, Dr. Reiko Huc of the University of Bordeaux, and two grandchildren.
Professor George Clark (Massachusetts Institute of Technology USA)
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