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Do You Start Writing in Japanese or in
English ?

Kiyotaka TANIKAWA

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 2—
21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

Abstract: The author sent via e-mail the
question as in the title to the TENNET members
of the Astronomical Society of Japan. Two
hundred members among one thousand replied.
It turned out that more than 70% of the
members start writing in English and 15% fix
initially the framework of the paper in Japanese
and then start writing in English. The author
reproduces comments attached to the replies, and
then discuss the meaning of the result and
consider the role of learning foreign languages in
promoting the skill in one’s native language.

725



