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Chinese Books on Western Calendrical

Calculations and Japanese Calendrical

Calculators in Edo Era

Tatsuhiko KOBAYASHI

Maebashi Institute of Technology

Abstract : From the end of Ming to the begin-

ning of Qing China many Western scientific books

were translated into Chinese by Jesuit mis-

sionaries with cooperation of Chinese intel-

lectuals. The Tokugawa government began to

permit the importation of them as an exception

to the Shogunate’s seclusion policy in 1720. In

this paper the author discussed the acceptances

of them, especially Chinese books on Western

calendrical calculations by Japanese calendrical

calculators in 18th�19th centuries.
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