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The Story of the Telescope Made in 1875

called the Oldest in National Astronomical

Observatory

Masao NAKAGIRI

National Astronomical Observatory, 2�21�1
Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181�8588, Japan

Abstract : A meridian instrument made by

TROUGHTON & SIMMS in 1875 is exhibited

to the history building as the National

Astronomical Observatory oldest telescope. I

came to be concerned with old observation

instruments of National Astronomical Observa-

tory, and I excavated observation devices left in

National Astronomical Observatory and was able

to go ahead through the reconstruction. And I

thought this telescope whether it was the part of

the astronomical theodolite not a meridian

instrument. There is a doubt as to whether it is

the oldest in the Observatory, and I began

inspection. As for me, the telescope called a

meridian instrument made in this 1875 came to

have the conviction that was transferred from

the Department of the Interior geography station

of the Meiji government to Tokyo Astronomical

Observatory.
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