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The Story of Vega

Yoichi TAKEDA

National Astronomical Observatory, 2�21�1 Osawa,

Mitaka, Tokyo 181�8588, Japan

Abstract : Vega is one of the most familiar and
best studied stars. We here present its historical
background and the new remarkable features,
which have recently been revealed by the
progress of modern astrophysical research thanks
to new observational techniques as well as
developments in theoretical modelings. Main
emphasis is placed upon describing its mytho-
logical love stories in China as well as in Japan,
its importance as the basic photometric standard,
the puzzling deficiency in the photospheric
elemental abundances, the recent controversy
concerning its absolute rotational velocity, and
the existence of the circumstellar dust disk along
with its connection to planetary system formation.
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