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Le Petit Prince’s Asteroid Was at Last

Found!

Tsuko NAKAMURA

Teikyo-Heisei University, Higashi-Ikebukuro 2�
51�4, Toshima, Tokyo 170�0013, Japan

Abstract : In 1943 Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, the
French aviation pilot and novelist, published Le
Petit Prince, now a world-wide renowned novel.
Although the strange asteroid where the prince
lived is no more than an imaginary product of
the novelist, here we report that our recent
survey observations of sub-km-sized main-belt
asteroids using the Subaru telescope revealed that
there actually exist such asteroids as the one
having the rotational characteristics described in
the novel. It is also discussed how Saint-Exupéry
could create such an asteroid, in relation to his
experience as a pilot and airplane engineer.
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