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Personal Memoirs of Doing Astronomy in
Korea and Japan

Narae HWANG

Optical and Infrared Astronomy  Division,
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 2—
21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

Abstract: Astronomy has become quite an
internationalized field of study and many
astronomers visit foreign countries on a short
term (for conferences/observations) or long term
basis (for pursuing careers). In the meantime, we
find ourselves sometimes surprised and sometimes
frustrated by  witnessing  how ‘gaizin’
astronomers are doing astronomy and science’.
Maybe we need to understand each other’s way
of doing astronomy to better understand their
scientific products. I have been lucky to do
astronomy in Japan and Korea, two neighboring
countries with quite similar but still different
cultures, and to meet many astronomers in both
countries. This is a personal memoir about life
and astronomy in two major East Asian cities,
Tokyo and Seoul, prepared with a strong hope
for better futures of both astronomical
communities.
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