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Milestones to the Start of Construction of
TMT

Masanori IYE

TMT] Project Office, National Astronomical Ob-
servatory of Japan, 2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo
181-8588, Japan

Abstract: NAOJ started conceptual design of its origi-
nal 30 m telescope, JELT, back in 2002. JELT project
office founded in 2005 decided to join TMT project in
2006 if Mauna Kea is chosen for its site of construc-
tion. TMT collaborative board chose Mauna Kea in
2009 and NAOJ signed a letter of intent to join TMT as
a collaborating partner to define Japan's role. After
China and India expressed their intention to join, it
was agreed that NAOJ will be responsible for design-
ing and building the telescope structure, manufactur-
ing primary mirror blanks, and polishing part of them.
With formal signing by the NINS president in April
2014, the TMT International Observatory was found-
ed in May 2014 with its four initial members and the
start of construction was declared in July. This article
describes, with some personal views, the history and
prospects of Japan’s participation in the TMT project.
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