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Introduction of the Activities of the
IAU « OAO

Hidehiko AGATA, Sze-Leung CHEUNG and
Lina CANAS

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan,
2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

Abstract: The International Astronomical Union
(IAU) Office for Astronomy Outreach (OAO) was
established in 2012 in partnership with the National
Astronomical Observatory of Japan (NAOJ) and is
based in Mitaka, Tokyo. This office is IAU’s hub for
coordinating its public outreach programs around the
world. OAO is responsible for IAU’s interaction with
the general public— from organizing one of the larg-
est reaching campaigns to name extrasolar systems,
NameExoWorlds; coordinating Cosmic Light, an as-
tronomy dedicated program within the scope of
UNESCO’s endorsed International Year of Light; to
establishing an extensive world network of outreach
points of contact actively linking to astronomy activi-
ties around the world. The JAU OAO is regularly en-
gaging the international community to support and
disseminate information to amateur astronomers and
public outreach officers, and to ultimately make it eas-
ier for the public to access information about our Uni-
verse. Here we discuss these world-renowned projects,
the efforts of this Japan-based multicultural team and
the future endeavors in years to come supporting the
idea of taking Astronomy to Everyone.
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