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X-Ray Telescope (XRT) aboard Hinode
Taro SAKAO

Institute of Space and Astronautical Science, Ja-
pan Aerospace Exploration Agency, 3—-1-1 Yoshi-
nodai, Chuo-ku, Sagamihara 252-5210, Japan

Abstract: The X-Ray Telescope (XRT) aboard Hi-
node was designed so as to observe coronal plasmas
in their entire temperature range, spanning from be-
low 1 MK up to beyond 20 MK. In particular, capabil-
ity of observing low-temperature (below 2 MK) plas-
mas that were not accessible with Yohkoh Soft X-ray
Telescope (SXT), coupled with an order of magni-
tude higher cadence than SXT, has brought XRT vari-
ous discoveries on coronal activities. Furthermore,
XRT has its unique strength in observing high-tem-
perature plasmas in the corona that are not necessarily
well observed with other coronal imagers. Scientific
background of the XRT design and key points of the
instrument features are reviewed, followed by some
highlights from observations made with XRT.
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