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Earliest Datable Records and Drawings of
Aurora-Like Phenomena
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Abstract: Solar activity in pre-telescopic age can be
traced back partially by auroral records in historical
documents. Then, it is intriguing how far we can trace
the activity back. Recent studies examine earliest dat-
able literal records and drawings of aurorae in West
Asian historical documents. We can find the former in
Akkadian cuneiform documents and the latter in a
Syriac manuscript. Babylonian Astronomical Diaries,
which were made continuously from the mid-eighth
to the mid-first centuries BCE, provide us with the
earliest datable records of aurora-like phenomena.
Syriac Ztuqnin Chronicle, which was written in the
late-eighth century CE, shows the earliest datable
drawings of aurorae. Recent studies clarify their de-
tails. This paper introduces outlines of those studies.
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