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Probing the Relativistic Jets in Supermas-
sive Black Holes with High-Resolution
Radio Observations

Kazuhiro HApA

Mizusawa VLBI Observatory, National
Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 2-12
Hoshigaoka-cho, Mizusawa, Oshu, Iwate 023-
0861, Japan

Abstract: The formation, collimation and acceleration
of relativistic jets in active galactic nuclei is one of the
central questions in high-energy astrophysics.
High-resolution VLBI is a powerful tool to address
this issue, since it allows us to directly image the for-
mation regions of a jet near the supermassive black
hole. Here we describe our recent VLBI studies on the
radio galaxy M87, the nearest AGN jet that allows us
to access the vicinity of the central black hole. The
studies have made an important step towards a better
understanding of the AGN jet-formation mecha-
nisms.
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