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The Life and Researches of Kiyotsugu
Hirayama (1874-1943)

~various aspects of the discovery of
Hirayama Families~

Seiko YosHIDA

Research Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido
University, Kita 9, Nishi 9, Kita-ku, Sapporo,
0608589 Japan

Abstract: Hirayama discovered the asteroid families in
1918, succeeded in solving puzzles with known prin-
ciples and methods, and completed the theory in
1922. He first realized that the proper elements were
the key. He escaped from the latitude observation
community, but softly landed on new areas—the
Brown's lunar theory; the asteroid families; the stabili-
ty of the motion of asteroids and satellites; surveys of
the archival astronomical records of China, Korea and
Japan. The impact experiments that he was interested
in have led to modern hypervelocity impact ones.
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