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A Long Interview with Prof. Norio Kaifu
[6]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI

Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami,
Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

This is the sixth article of the series of a long interview
with Prof. Norio Kaifu. The Nobeyama 45 m Radio
Telescope was completed by overcoming many techni-
cal difficulties to achieve unprecedented precision and
sensitivity. Prof. Kaifu energetically worked on mole-
cule survey in dark nebulae using the 45 m telescope.
The 32,000-channel acousto-optical spectrometer de-
veloped by Prof. Kaifu was suitable for surveying nar-
row lines of molecules in the dark nebulae. The coop-
eration of researchers in molecular science and
chemistry is essential for identifying unknown mole-
cules, and Prof. Kaifu challenged the discovery of new
molecules by building a large group beyond astrono-
my. Then, they discovered various molecules such as
CgH and CCS, which had a great impact not only on
astronomy but also on chemistry.
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