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The aim of the Symposium. the proceedings of which
constitute this book, was to make a cross-check of the
numerous recent results in ground-based and space
observations of galactic and extragalactic stars using
evolutionary models. A number of reviews and papers
give the present status of these comparisons, whose
astrophysicai purpose is twofold: firstly, to understand
as exactly as possible how stars eveoive and die, and
secondly, to apply the predictions of stellar evolution
theory as a useful tool in a variety of astrophysical fields
like chemical evolution of galaxies and cosmology.
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Very long baseline interferometry (VLB!) obseivations
have improved dramatically since the first observation
was made 15 yaers ago. High quality radio maps. with
anguiar resolutions op to 1000 times better than in any
other wavelength region, are now providing an un-
paralleled opportunity for the detailed study of many
astrophysical phenomena. This book is dedicated to
the discussion of galactic and extragalactic sources in
the light of the most recent VLBl observations. It
includes such diverse topics as quasars and galactic
nuclei, pulsars, stellar binary systems, intersteliar
masers and astronomy.
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The large-scale structure of the universe and systems
like superclusters, clusters, and groups of galaxies are
topics of great interest and fully justity the Meeting, the
proceedings of which appear in this volume. Topics
covered include the spatial distribution and the cluster-
ing of galaxies; the properties of superciusters; clusters
and groups of galaxies; radio and .X-ray observations:;
the problem of unseen matter; theories concerning
hierarchial clustering, pancakes; cluster and galaxy for-
mation and evoiution.
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