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Polavization—from Okayama toward

SUBARU

Shuji SATO

Nagoya University

Abstract : Natural “light” is thought to be unpolaized ;
however, polarization of light can be often seen in
various aspects in the celestial phenomena as well as in
the atmospheric/meteorologic ones. There are four
mechanisms causing polarization in astronomy; 1)
birefringence, 2) dichroism, 3) reflection/scattering,
and 4) magneto-bremstrahrung (synchrotron/cyclotron
emission). We review our polarimetric works so far
done by the Japanese infrared group, referring to the
polarization mechanisms, and discuss future prospects
of polarization measurements.
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