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Large-scale Structure and Physical Condi-
tions of Giant Molecular Clouds

Seiichi SAKAMOTO

Institute of Astronomy, University of Tokyo

Abstract: Large-scale structure and physical condi-
tions of giant molecular clouds were extracted through
extensive CO (/=2-—1) mapping observations of near-
by giant molecular clouds. Systematic gradient of
molecular gas density was found across giant molecular
clouds. Small-scale perturbations due to adjacent
young stars cannot explain the observed density gradi-
ent.
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