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The Achievement of the Late Professor
Zdenek Kopal and His Life

M. KITAMURA

National Astronomical Observatory, Mitaka, Tokyo
181, Japan

Abstract: ZDENEK KOPAL, Emeritus Professor of
Astronomy at Manchester University, England, who
died aged 79, worked closely with NASA, and took
tremendous amount of pictures of the Moon in prepara-
tion for the manned Apolo landings. He was also
deepqy interested in close binary stars and worked out
a new method of probing their interiors. This work
ranks with the most important developments in astro-
physics of the 20 th century, along with pulsars, quasars
and gravitational lenses.
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