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Japanese First Orbiting Telescope for IR
Astronomy, IRTS

Hiroshi MURAKAMI

The Institute of Sapce and Astronautical Science
Abstract : The Infrared Telescope in Space (IRTS) is
the first Japanese orbiting telescope dedicated to infra-
red astronomy. It employes a 15cm cryogenically-
cooled telescope, and four focal-plane instruments
which cover the full infrared wavelength range. The
IRTS will fly aboard the small sapce platform Space
Flyer Unit (SFU), which is schejuled to be launched in
February, 1995. The IRTS will survey approximately
109% of the sky with a relatively wide beam during its
20-day mission. It will add significant information on
cosmology, interstellar matter, late type stars and inter-
planetary dust.
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