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Dawn of a Large Telescope.
Yoshio Fujita

The prospect of having a large telescope in Japan
became evident when the motion of “The construction
of a large telescope is desired in Japan” proposed by
Professor Y. Hagihara was approved in the 14th
Assembly of the Science Council of Japan in April,
1953. Consequently, our Government approved the
budget for the telescope.

The place of location for the telescope was decided to
Mt. Chikurinji, near Okayama after astronomical
observations for one year and the 74-inch reflector was
obtained from the Grubb-Parsons Co., England.

After one year’s preparatory test observations, our
new telescope started its scientific mission in April,
1962.

We are now looking forward to having 8 m-Reflector
(Subaru) within several years. I do hope, however,
our 74-inch reflector still to act some role in astronomi-
cal observations.
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