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A Cataclysmic Variable (CV) is a binary system
composed of a white dwarf and a low mass companion
star. Radiation from a CV is fed by mass accretion
from the companion to the white dwarf. Great prog-
ress has been made in CV research since the 1950’s. In
particular, the importance of the roll played by the
magnetic field of the white dwarf was first recognized
in the late 1970’s. In this paper, we present brand new
results from ASCA observations of CVs, as well as a
brief summary of the history of CV research to date.
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