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X-ray probing for Protostars
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Katsuji KoyamMa

Department of Physics, Kyoto University,
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Abstract:

We detected hard X-rays from protostars, which had
been unexpected by modern theories.

The plasma temperatures were extremely high, up
to 10° K. Protostars are often embedded deeply in
star forming clouds and shrouded by dense circum-
stellar gas and dust, hence are invisible in the opti-
cal and soft X-ray bands. ASCA observations, with
the hard X-ray sensitivity , should have significant
impacts on our understanding of star formation sce-
nario, in particular at the earliest phase of stellar
evolution.
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