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Photometric Standard Systems

Takashi IcHIKAWA

Department of Astronomy, Tokyo University
Aoba-ku, Sendai 980

Abstract: In optical and near-infrared wavelengths,
"magnitude" has been traditionally used as the
brightness unit of astronomical objects. However,
various photometric systems often cause confusions
in terms of the standard stars and flux calibrations.
The different definition of zero magnitude and the
ambiguous flux calibration sometimes prevent us
from accurate mutual comparison of photometric
data. We review photometric standard systems and
summarize their problems. A new photometric sys-
tem AB95 is also proposed.
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