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Molecular Gas in Galactic Centers observed
with the Nobeyama Millimeter Array

Kazushi SAkaMoTO

NRO/Caltech

Abstract: Nobeyama Millimeter Array has been used
to observe molecular gas in the central regions of a
sample of nearby spiral galaxies. The sample con-
sists of some 20 northern, CO bright, face-on galax-
ies free from strong external perturbations. After
introducing an overview of the survey, we discuss
gas dynamics in galactic centers and its relation to
star formation, taking NGC 4321(M 100) and NGC
4414 as an example for barred and non-barred galax-
ies, respectively. The article is concluded with
future prospects of molecular gas observations
toward nearby galaxies.
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