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Discovery of extrasolar planets: Toward
comparative studies of planetary system for-
mation

Shigeru Ipa

Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Tokyo
Institute of Technology

Since 1995 fall, 10 extrasolar planets have been dis-
covered. Their orbital configurations have remark-
able diversity. The survey with Keck 10m telescope
has started and NASA is planning a space telescope
specially purposed to find extrasolar planets, which
will enable us to statistically discuss planetary
sytems. That is, we will be able to start "compara-
tive studies of planetary system formation" soon.
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