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Chemical Composition in Carbon Stars
Keiichi OHNAKA

Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promo-
tion of Science, Technische Universitit Berlin, Insti-
tut fiir Astronomie und Astrophysik, Hardenbergstr.
36, D-10623 Berlin, Germany

Abstract: Intermediate- and low-mass stars at the late
stage of their evolution experience the change of sur-
face chemical composition, with nuclear processed
material dredged up. Carbon stars are such objects
whose evolution is only poorly understood. The
abundance analysis using their spectra is crucial in
the understanding of nuclear reactions and mixing
processes taking place at the stellar interior. How
can we derive the chemical composition of the stellar
atmosphere from observed spectra? And what does it
mean for unraveling the evolution of carbon stars?
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