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Why is the Corona Hot?
— Micro - and Nano - flares and
the Solar Corona —
Toshifumi SHIMIZU
National Astronomical Observatory, Mitaka, Tokyo
181-8588

Abstract: The solar corona is the upper atmosphere
which consists of faint, hot (>2 million K degree)
plasma. Why is the corona so hot? This is one of fun-
damental questions in astrophysics.

Micro- and nano-flares have been recently consid-
ered as a mechanism for energy dissipation in the
corona. The soft X-ray telescope on board the
Yohkoh satellite enables us for the first time to
investigate micro- and nano-flares. This article intro-
duces some observational results of micro- and nano-
flares, and discusses their implications for heating of
the corona.
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