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Adaptive Optics: Overcome Atmospheric
Turbulence

Hideki TAkAMI

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 2-21-1
Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588.

Abstract: The adaptive optics (AO) system is a tech-
nique to get nearly diffraction limit image by com-
pensating atmospheric turbulence in real time. It
enables us to make observations with 10 times higher
spatial resolution than the 0.5 arcsec resolution which
is attainable at the best site. We are constructing the
system for the Subaru telescope, which will be avail-
able from 1999. I would like to review the concept
and the essence which is unfamiliar but important for
common users of the AO system.
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