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History of the Solar Tower in Mitaka
Kuniji Saito
1-3-7 Osawa,Mitaka, Tokyo, 181-0015

Abstract: A solar tower was built in Mitaka in 1930.
Its optical parts were similar with the one in Pots-
dam, Germany as bath were made by Carl Zeiss
Optical Works. They were called “ Einstein
Towers” , because they were primarily aimed at
detecting the “redshift” in the solar spectrum that
had been predicted by Albert Einstein. During World
War II the Potsdam tower was heavily damaged by
air-raids of American bombers while the Mitaka one
survived. After the war the optical system of the
Mitaka tower was entirely reformed and Suemoto
succeeded in making many kinds of solar observa-
tions.

Recently (1998) the building part of the Mitaka
tower was registered as one of the “Tangible Cultur-
al Properties” of the country.
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