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M1 want to understand Where we are and Why we are
there.

[[ISo, for the present, I am investigating the evolution of

galaxies.
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M 1 wish to understand the univserse and cosmology.

[JFor that purpose, I study quasars and brown dwarfs.
Comprendes!?
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M1 want to understand if the basic idea of homogeneity
and isotropy of Big Bang theory can be justified by
light element abundances observed at high redshifts
and in halo population II stars.

[JSo, now I am investigating the spectral line formation
processes in turbulent media to estimate quantitatively
the spread of the abundances caused by correlation ef-
fects in random velocity fields.
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M Now I want to understand what I want to understand.

[IThat is why, now I am doing everything I can to un-
derstand what I have to understand to understand what
I want to understand.
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I want to understand the motion of a close binary sys-
tem.

[ISo, for the present, I am studying the effects of the
disturbing forces of the system (e.g. tide, rotation, drag,
radiation pressure, ....)
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M Yo estoy interesado en entender c6mo se formaron las
galaxias. (RAIFSRMASED L HICTED, KR
AH 0 7))

[JPara tal propésito es necesario estudiar las poblaciones

estelares de las galaxias de tipo temprano (ellipticas y

E9k H115

lenticulares), en particular conocer los principales
pardmetros que caracterizan dichas poblaciones, como
son el contenido metdlico, la edad, la proporcién entre
estrellas enanas y gigantes y si los distintos elementos
quimicos se encuentran en las proporciones distintas a
las de nuestro entorno solar. (727> & 5 #ff 7 §f iy
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B want to understand the stellar populations in barred
galaxies.

[ISo, for the present, I am studying their chemical com-
position and trying to interpret their chemical evolu-
tion.
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B Watakusi wa hosi-fu to AGNs jets no riyu ga wakari-
tai.

[JIma, watasi wa riron to sugaku de MHD no sitsumon
wo kenkyu-site iru.
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BI' m interested in the furthest objects ever seen, the so
called QSOs.

] At present, I' m doing model calculations of QSOs.
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M am interested to understand how the different ele-
ments (oxygen, iron etc) that compose the various ob-
jects in the universe came into being.

[(IThat is why I am studying stellar nucleosynthesis (the
sequences of nuclear reactions taking place in hot stel-
lar interiors during the various phases in the lives of
stars); we know that almost all elements, except the
lightest ones, are produced by stars.
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B 1 want to understand how do spiral galaxies live.

[JSo I am working now on the problem what makes spi-

ral arms so stable.
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M just interested in some general properties of motion
of asteroids and Nereid.

[JFor the present I' m trying to construct a semi-analyti-
cal theory of motion for the latter.
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Astronomers' dreams and realities

Kiyotaka TANIKAWA and Takashi ITo

National Astronomical Observatory , Mitaka, Tokyo,
181-8588 Japan

Abstract:

‘T am interested in [N’ .

‘So(or But), now I am doing [(JCJ[]’ .
Astronomers in Japan (including visitors from
abroad) filled ‘MMM’ and ‘CJOJ[) in the
above questionnaires which we sent them in late
1997. We obtained 192 answers, and 122 of them
are exhibited in this article. You can understand the
way of life of astronomers to some extent. Also you
can see what they are thinking. All of the answers
can be consulted in our website:

http://ataru.mtk.nao.ac.jp/

KX AR 1999 %€ 11 A



