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When United States radioastronomers began to
dream about the Millimeter Array we only dared

to dream of it as a millimeter wavelength version of the
Very Large Array. Over the years, that vision was aug-
mented as the dream took shape and the extremely good
site in Chile was located and investigated with our Japan-
ese and European colleagues. By the 1995 Millimeter
Array meeting in Tucson, operation at submillimeter fre-
quencies became a solid part of the scope of the project.
Subsequently, the dream emerged into a nascent reality,
and the dreams of North American radioastronomers
merged with those of European colleagues, resulting in an
array of much larger collecting area than even the dreams
of a few years before had encompassed. Meanwhile, our
Japanese colleagues had envisioned an array with submil-
limeter capability all along. As ALMA stands poised for
construction, Japanese partnership has enabled it to fully
address the problems of submillimeter astrophysics.
During this evolution, astronomers have come to re-
alize the richness of the submillimeter sky--it has become
apparent that much of the energy emitted by the distant
Universe lies in the submillimeter and far infrared bands.
Only ALMA, among proposed instruments, possesses the
sensitivity and resolution to explore the astrophysics be-
hind that distant radiation. As ALMA is built and comes
into operation over the coming decade, we anticipate not
only the discoveries that ALMA will make but the unity
ALMA will bring to world radioastronomy as a truly in-

ternational instrument.
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