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A "Water Fountain'': Discovery of a Molecu-
lar Jet from an AGB Star

Hiroshi Imai

Joint Institute for VLBI in Europe, the Netherlands

Abstract: We discovered a highly collimated jet of
molecular gas from an OH/IR star, W43A, on basis
of VLBI observations of water vapor masers. The
existence of a fast jet associated with a Mira-type
pulsating star implies that an elongated planetary
nebula has been formed during the short period (<
1000 years), when the star makes its transition
through the final stage of the asymptotic giant branch
(AGB) to become a central star of a planetary nebula.
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