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Japanese language and Japanese science
Tanikawa Kiyotaka

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan Mita-
ka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan,

Abstract: Japanese mathematical scientists including
astronomers, physicists, and mathematicians obtain
ideas in Japanese, discuss their problems in Japanese,
and arrive at conclusions in Japanese, and yet they
write their results in foreign languages such as Eng-
lish. This uncomfortable situation has continued for
nearly one hundred years and has had serious effects
on Japanese science. In this short report, the author
discusses and analyses these effects. In order to put
Japanese science on a sound basis, the author propos-
es to increase the number of articles, reviews and
textbooks in Japanese, first by translation and second
by the voluntary efforts of scientists themselves. As
centers devoted to this activity, the author proposes
to construct 'Airborne Libraries' which are main-
tained and accumulate in an electronic form the sci-
entific documents written in Japanese.
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