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3. Venus Climate Orbiter ���
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Venus Orbiter Mission of Japan

Takeshi IMAMURA

Institute of Space and Astronautical Science,

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, 3�1�1
Yoshinodai, Sagamihara, Kanagawa 229�8510,

Japan

Abstract : A Venus orbiter project is proceeding

in Japan. The goal of the mission is to

understand the atmospheric dynamics of Venus,

including the mysterious wind system called the

super-rotation. The spacecraft will carry 5

multi-wavelength cameras to explore the

atmospheric motions in three dimensions. The

science background and the strategy of the

mission are described in this article.
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