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Takahashi Yoshitoki and Western

Astronomy

YOSHIDA Tadashi

Professor Emeritus, Tohoku University

Abstract : When we discuss the achievements of

Takahashi Yoshitoki (1764�1804), we must pay

attention to the two “Western” astronomical

treatises, for they contributed a great deal to the

advancement of his astronomical knowledge.

They are a sequel to the Li-xiang Kao-cheng, a

Sino-Western work by a German Jesuit I.

Koegler, et al. and the Dutch version of J. J. de

Lalande’s Astronomie. Both books introduced

the latest astronomical knowledge from the West.

This paper traces Yoshitoki’s life and achieve-

ments, focusing on his encounter with these two

works.
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