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Abstract: About a third of nearby galaxies host
a nucleus known as a LINER. The nature of
LINERs has been under debate since their
discovery. Recent observations have shown that
most LINERs are supermassive black holes
shining at a very low luminosity due to a lack of
fuel and low radiative efficiency. These are
strong candidates for relics of luminous active
galaxies shone in the past. In this article, I
review our present understanding of LINERs in

the light of current observations.
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