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Let’s Play with the Parabolic Antenna !

Yuko ISHIHARA

Koriyama City Fureai Science Center, 2�11�1
Ekimae, Koriyama, Fukushima 963�8002, Japan

Abstract : By collaborating with the Nobeyama

Radio Observatory, we developed a teaching

material where one can play and learn how a

parabolic antenna collects radio waves. The

antenna is now on exhibit at Koriyama City

Fureai Science Center. Superballs help the user

to visualize the mechanism of a parabolic

antenna. The antenna used in the exhibit was

originally a part of a radio telescope. More than

a year has passed since the development and the

exhibition. We report about the applied use of

the antenna inside and outside our science center

and about parabolic antennas in other museums

and observatories.
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