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Virtual Visit of Historical Observatories.

1. Maria Mitchell Observatory

Tomokazu KOGURE

1�10 Toganoo, Hashimoto, Yawata, Kyoto 614�
8322, Japan

Abstract : Maria Mitchell is the first professional

astronomer in America. She was born in

Nantucket Island, MA, in 1818, and is known as

the discoverer of “telescopic comet” 1847. She

served as a professor of astronomy at Vassar

Women’s College for a long time. The Maria

Mitchell Association (MMA) was founded in

Nantucket in 1903, commemorating her works

and personality. The MMA operates Maria

Mitchell Observatory which is still active in

research, education, and popularization of

astronomy. We make a virtual visit to this

observatory for tracing its history and present

activities.
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