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Infrared All-Sky Survey Mission AKARI
Hiroshi MURAKAMI

Institute of Space and Astronautical Science, Japan
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Sagamihara, Kanagawa 229-8510, Japan

Abstract: AKARI, the first Japanese satellite
dedicated to infrared astronomy, is an infrared
all-sky survey mission with a 68.5cm liquid-
helium cooled telescope. It was launched on
2006 February 21 UT, and surveyed more than
90% of the entire sky with a higher spatial
resolution and a wider wavelength coverage than
that of the previous IRAS all-sky survey.
Pointed observations were used for systematic
observations of important astronomical targets in
2-180 micron. These will become an additional
heritage of this mission. After the exhaustion of
liquid-helium on 2007 August 26, AKARI is
continuing pointed observations in near-infrared
with mechanical coolers.
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