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Virtual Visit of Historical Observatories. 4.

Hastings Observatory and Draper Park

Tomokazu KOGURE

1�10 Toganoo, Hashimoto, Yawata, Kyoto 614�
8322, Japan

Abstract : A virtual tour to the Hastings-on-

Hudson, NY, leads us to a historic scene of

Draper’s family. John William Draper bought a

wide land in this village and made a pioneering

work on the astronomical photography early in

1840’s. Henry Draper, John’s son and also an

amateur astronomer, constructed the Hastings

Observatory hosting two reflecting telescopes of

40 and 71 cm in aperture polished by himself.

With these telescopes he, following his father,

opened an era of “new astronomy” in America in

1870’s through photography and spectroscopy.

Antonia Maury, niece of Henry Draper, after a

long work at the Harvard Observatory, spent her

latest life in the Draper Park, which was a part

of Draper’s demesne and opened for public as a

park. Maury promoted the popularization of

astronomy at the Observatory Cottage in this

park in around 1940’s. Draper Park is now

maintained by the Hastings Historical Society

and active in education and popularization of

science including astronomy in this area.
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