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Distance to English

Kiyotaka TANIKAWA

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 2—
21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 1818588, Japan

Abstract: The author discusses two topics on the
use of English Language in order to keep a
sound distance from it.

(1) The relation between the necessity of
English and the size (population) of a country.
(2) Treatment of English as a journal language
in various academic societies in Japan.

The author discusses quantitatively the
necessity of English (as an international
language) as a function of population of
countries through a simple geometrical model.
The basic idea is that in each country, there are
people who do not use English in their life, and
that their relative population increases as the size
of the country increases. Japan is the biggest
non-English country who has a single language.
The author argues that English conversation in
the elementary school is not necessary in Japan
because the necessity for English is small. In the
second topic, the author surveys the usage of
English as a journal language. It turns out that
there is a very simple tendency in the Japanese
academy that the weight of English increases
monotonically from social science to natural
science.
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