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Abstract : SIRPOL is the polarimetry mode of
the SIRIUS camera on the IRSF 1.4 m telescope
in South Africa. We can conduct a wide-field
polarimetry in three near-infrared bands simul-
taneously; not only linear but also circular polar-
imetry. We have obtained near-infrared circular
polarization images of the Orion star-forming
region. We find that significant circular polari-
zations extend over a region »400 times the size
of the Solar System. We also discuss the origin of
the terrestrial life, inferred from this finding.

U 103¼ U 11½ 687


