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Higashi-Hiroshima Observatory and Kanata

Telescope, Part 1 “Outline Story to Lead to

a New Observatory Construction and

General View of the Higashi-Hiroshima

Observatory”

Takashi OHSUGI, Koji S. KAWABATA, Michitoshi

YOSHIDA and Kanata Team

Hiroshima Astrophysical Science Center, Hirosima

University, 1�3�1 Kagamiyama, Higashi-Hiroshima

739�8526, Japan

Abstract : Sekigai-Simulator, the 1.5-m optical
and Infrared telescope developed and operated
by the National Astronomical Observatory of
Japan for testing the observational equipment
developed for the Subaru telescope, was trans-
ferred to Hiroshima University and changed its
name to “Kanata telescope.” It was installed in
the Higashi-Hiroshima observatory constructed
at the peak (503 m above sea level) of Shimo-
Minaga, Saijyo-cyou, Higashi-Hiroshima city at
the end of May, 2006. Since then, the telescope
has been operated for 5 years as a specific tele-
scope to investigate astronomical transient ob-
jects with TRISPEC (developed by Nagoya
University), High Speed Camera (developed by
Kyoto University) and HOWPol (developed by
Hiroshima University). Status and activities of
Higashi-Hiroshima Observatory are getting close
to steady state. At this moment we have to write
down the outline story to lead to the new ob-
servatory as a record and report the current
status of the Kanata telescope. Outcomes of the
5years observation will be reported by Dr. M.
Uemura, Dr. M. Yamanaka, Mr. M. Sasada, Mr.
T. Uehara and Dr. R. Lundock in this volume.
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