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Star Formation and Evolution of the
Galactic Nuclear Bulge Revealed with
Cepheid Variable Stars

Noriyuki MATSUNAGA

Kiso Observatory, Institute of Astronomy, School
of Science, The University of Tokyo, 10762-30 Mi-
take, Kiso-machi, Kiso-gun, Nagano 397-0101,
Japan

Abstract: After the eight year monitoring survey using
the IRSE/SIRIUS, we discovered three classical Ce-
pheid variable stars around the Galactic Center. Based
on the relation between the pulsation period and age,
all of them are ~25 Myr old. On the other hand, we
found none whose age falls between 30 and 70 Myr
old. This indicates the variation in star formation rate
around the Galactic Center. We discuss its impact on
the evolution of the Galaxy.
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