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A Brief Introduction of VERA, VLBI
Exploration of Radio Astrometry
Noriyuki KAwAGUCHI

Mizusawa VLBI Observatory, National Astro-
nomical Observatory of Japan, 2-21-1 Osawa
Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan

Abstract: VERA project started in 2000 with four
20-m radio telescopes those are located over Japan,
Mizusawa, Iriki, Ogasawara and Ishigaki. They form a
VLBI array of 2,300 km extension. The array is dedi-
cated to use in radio astrometry observations which
aims at obtaining accurate trigonometric distances to
stars in our galaxy by measuring their annual parallax
motion. The scientific importance will be discussed in
other papers in this and those in the successive issues.
This article gives a brief summary and history of the
VERA project to get better understandings for these

papers.
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