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ALMA Opens a New Window on the
Universe

Masaaki HIRAMATSU, Tetsuo HASEGAWA,
Satoru IcucHI, and Ken'ichi TATEMATSU
Chile Observatory, National Astronomical Obser-
vatory of Japan, 2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo
181-8588, Japan

Abstract: ALMA started the first science operation in
2011, and inaugurated March 2013 at the ceremony
with distinguished guests from the partner countries.
With its unprecedented sensitivity and spatial resolu-
tion, ALMA is breaking new ground of researches,
from distant starburst galaxies to nearby planet form-
ing regions. Remarkable findings have been reported
based on the Science Verification and Cycle 0 data,
and Cycle 1 observations with higher capability has
started since this year. As a foreword of the ALMA
special issue, we describe the outline and the current
status of ALMA, as well as scientific highlights.
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