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How Our Superflare Studies Began?
Kazunari SHIBATA

Kwasan and Hida Observatories, Kyoto University,
Kitahanayama Oominecho, Yamashina-ku, Kyoto
607-8471, Japan

Abstract: In May of 2012, the paper on “Superflares on
Solar Type Stars” by our stellar research group (Mae-
hara et al.) at Kyoto University was published in Na-
ture. News of these results has been widely reported in
many newspapers and even TV shows in Japan, and
also in various internet media from all over the world.
In this series of our articles in the Astronomical Her-
ald, we will introduce in detail our studies on super-
flares on solar type stars. In this 1st article, I will dis-
cuss how and why our research on superflares began
and how it has developed, also introducing some in-
side stories and anecdotal episodes from our research
journey.

259



