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On the Long-term Visual Estimation of
Longitude of Jovian Features
Kuniaki HORIKAWA

Abstract: CMT (Central Meridian Transit) observa-
tion is a method to estimate visually longitude of
markings by utilizing rotation of the planet. I started
visual observation of Jupiter in 1974, and I have ob-
tained over 12,000 CMT data, from which I could
track motion of famous Great Red Spot (GRS) and
other various markings. In this article, I introduce
overview of CMT observation, and present westward
acceleration and considerable shrinkage of GRS in re-
cent years from my CMT data.
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