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First Flight Results of the Epsilon Launch
Vehicle and Its Evolution Plan

Yasuhiro MoRriTA

JAXA, Japan, 3-1-1 Yoshinodai, Chuo-ku,
Sagamihara 252-5210, Japan

Abstract: The Epsilon launch vehicle successfully had
its first flight in September 14, 2013, carrying “HISA-
KI,” the world first extreme ultra-violet planetary tele-
scope satellite, onboard. The purpose of the Epsilon
rocket is to provide small satellites with a responsive
launch, which means a cost effective, user friendly and
ultimately efficient launch system. To realize this, the
design concept of the Epsilon involves various innova-
tive next generation technologies: highly intelligent
mobile launch control and the enhanced user-friendly
characteristics. This paper deals with the first flight re-
sults of the Epsilon launch vehicle and its evolution
plan.
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