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Discovery of Explosive Lithium Produc-
tion in a Classical Nova

AKkito TAjITSU

Subaru Telescope, National Astronomical
Observatory of Japan, 650 North A’ohoku PI.,
Hilo, HI 96720, U.S.A.

Abstract: The origin of lithium (Li) has long been an
unsettled question. Li could be produced in the Big
Bang, interactions of cosmic rays with interstellar
matter, evolved low-mass stars, and nova and super-
nova explosions. The observed Li evolutionary curve
suggests that low-mass stellar origin objects should be
the major suppliers of Li in the recent universe. How-
ever, no direct confirmation of Li production in such
objects has been given. The author has reported the
first observational evidence of the Li production in a
classical nova, by finding absorption lines of an iso-
tope of beryllium ("Be) which decays to form ’Li
within a short time.
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